ILLINQIS

Devils Kitchen Lake

Fisheries Fact Sheet

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL

RESOURCES Devils KitchenLakeis a deep, clear, 810-acreimpoundmentlocatedin the south portion of

the Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge between Marion and Carbondale in Williamson County
Illinois. The Devils Kitchen Lake fishery is cooperatively managed by the lllinois Department of Natural Resources
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The lakeis almost entirely surroundedby forest and has three boat ramps. The
southern half of Devils Kitchen contains abundant standing timber, and a portion of the lake’s southeast endis
reservedfor electric motors and paddling only.

Largemouth bass: Devils Kitchen Lake has historically contained a bass population consisting of abundant small fish
and a few giants, without much in between. Largemouthbass were collectedata rate of 200 perhourin 2021and
13% were larger than 12inches, while 3% were largerthan 15 inches. Althoughmostbassare generally9to 13
inchesinlength, itisnotunusual for bassin the 5 to 10-poundrangeto show up in spring electrofishing samples
and/or tournament weigh-ins. Anglersare encouraged to harvest small bass to boost the average size of fish in the
population

Bluegill: Asusual, bluegill wereless abundantthan bass during the 2021 Devils Kitchen Lake survey. The bluegill
catch rate was 66 per hour of electrofishing. Quality of the bluegill population climbed just above management
goals, as demonstrated by 59% over 6 inches and 3% largerthan 8 inches.

Redear: The Devils Kitchen redear population remained fairly impressivein spring 2021. Redear abundance was
was good, as measured by a catch rate of 65 perhour, and average size of these fish was much larger. Fifty-three
percentofredearwerelargerthan 7 inches and 26% exceeded 8 inches.

Rainbow trout: Rainbowtroutare stocked in Devils Kitchen Lake each fall to maintain the population, and thereis

no closed season. The Devils Kitchentrout fishery is very popular with the angling public. Possessionof aninland
trout stamp is requiredfor harvesting rainbow trout.

Yellow perch: Yellow perch were “officially” stocked in Devils Kitchen Lake in 2014 for the firsttime in the lake’s
history, and additional stockings were completed through 2021. A small population of perch (of unknown origin)
already existed, and was popular, but few fish ever entered anglers’ creels. Four perch weresampledin 2021, 7 to

11incheslong. Thegoal of the yellow perchstocking programis to produce a viable, self-sustaining fishery, and
additional fish will be stockedin 2022.

Regulationsin effect: Largemouth bass—no length limit, 6 perday creel limit. Bluegill and Redear— 8" length
limit, 25 per day creel limit (in aggregate). Rainbow trout— no length limit, 5 per day creel limit. Aten

horsepower outboard motorlimitisin effect. A user pass mustbe purchased priorto accessing CrabOrchard
National Wildlife Refuge waters. The refuge visitor center can be reached by calling 618-997-3344.

Additional Fisheries Information canbe obtained by calling IDNR District Biologist Luke Nelsonat 618-364-5381.



